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Revolutions as an object of studies

New rise of revolution in the 21st century:

1. Color revolutions (2000-2009)
2. Arab spring and its “echo” (2010-2014)
3. Third wave without common name (2018-a.d.?)

New revolutions require new approaches to studying “revolutions” (Lawson,
2017), new analysis became possible with Nonviolent and Violent Campaigns
Outcomes (NAVCO) (Chenoweth & Lewis, 2013, 2022)

NAVCO does not focus on revolutions, but on “maximalist campaigns”, i.e.

prolonged durable movements, aimed at challenging the regime (selection bias) &5
+ “streetlight effect”, i.e. mostly successful events are included (Dworschak,

2023)
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Criteria of revolution

We rely on the following key consensus features of revolutions:
1. Mass mobilization. This almost automatically excludes coups that may lead to a rapid and
violent overthrow of the existing regime (e.g. replacing an electoral democracy with an
autocracy), but which do not imply mass mobilization. Thus, only those episodes that involve at

least 1,000 participants are included.
An attempt to overthrow or replace the existing government by non-institutional means.
This excludes so-called “quasirevolutionary episodes”
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Database of the XXI century revolutions

Taking into account criticism and limited time span of NAVCO (2.1 [1900-2014] and 1.3 [1900-2019]),
Mark Beissinger’s database from his book The Revolutionary City (2022), we compiled our own
database, covering the episodes from 2000 to 2024

Our aim is systematic description of revolutionary episodes that meet our criteria that are both

successful and unsuccessful in the equal share, their tactics, goals and specific characteristics
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Chronological and geographical parameters

Variables
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Degree of revolutions’ success

Success Limited success Failure

full achievement of the some concessions towards preservation of the status
main established goals by the rebels with the failure quo usually with the

the rebels with the to overthrow the existing crackdown of protests
overthrow of the existing government by

government by non-institutional methods

non-institutional methods
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Goals

1.  Regime change (80% of cases) — to change institutions and political landscape dramatically
a. Democratic — to change the regime to more democratic one through getting power through
the rebellion, when pro-democratic forces do not have opportunities to topple the regime via
legal means

b. Islamist — to create a global khalifat, based on Sharia laws in their most radical interpretation

(this goal is unique for the XXI century)
Separatism (20% of cases) — to gain independence/autonomy from a sovereign state on a
particular territory
Social* — to solve problems of social injustice, with democratic, political, legal and other
transformations being only a tool to solve this main task

Other — aims cannot be classified as one of the aforementioned types, can be overlapped by
mentioned goal types.

*Not to confiuse with Theda Slocpol’s defintion
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Revolutionary tactics

Armed revolutions — with the use of firearms
Unarmed revolutions — using methods of civil
resistance and improvised weapons (stones, sticks,
Molotov cocktails, etc.)

e
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= All events
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Differentiation from classical violent/nonviolent
dichotomy — it is almost unavoidable to completely
follow nonviolent discipline that is why almost all of
the revolutions use some violence (Kadivar &
Ketchley, 2018)
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Revolutionary tactics

Movements that aim at overturning dictatorships, have large potential audiences, and can mobilize many
in key cities are likely to have a comparative advantage in nonviolent tactics.

In contrast, movements that have a limited support base and core support confined to the periphery are
more likely to have a comparative advantage in violence and are unlikely to be able to mount effective

nonviolent mobilization.
(Gleditsch et al., 2021, p. 17)
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Number of participants

Number of participants is critical to the success of revolution, granting an opportunity for a broad social
coalition (Chenoweth & Stephan, 2011; Dahlum, 2023)

Our estimate of the number of participants with an upper and lower bound helps both to conduct an

uncertainty analysis and to use the average number of participants, which many media outlets, both large
and local, may exaggerate this amount.

B
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Military and security forces involvement

The role of siloviki of different kinds is critical for revolutions as they are a third actor whose switch of
loyalty may affect the whole revolutionary process (Barany, 2016)

Military and security forces defection — manifestations of disloyalty by the military that occur through
switching sides, outright refusal to support the regime, support for the opposition, and refusal to follow
orders from regular armed forces and/or security forces (Dahl et al., 2023). Non-resistance or support for
revolutionaries by military and/or security forces must be widespread and take place in areas significant
to the revolution.

Coupvolution (i.e. endgame coup) — a revolutionary mass mobilization in the first stage accompanied by
a military coup in the second stage of the revolutionary process (Koehler & Albrecht, 2020). It is a
maximization of military defection that might lead to the failure of initial goals of revolutions due to
different goals of military officers.
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Foreign involvement and ethnic component

Foreign support also highly assist the rebels to get
resources for their revolutionary action and succeed
further (Kirisci & Demirhan 2021; Kalin et al., 2022)

Foreign involvement - should not be expressed in
statements by state leaders, but in the sending of
troops, financial support, arms supplies or other
forms of direct, rather than rhetorical, support.

Ethnic component — most revolutionaries were
from one ethnic group in a multi-ethnic country,
which in many cases risks escalating unarmed
conflicts into armed ones (Pischedda, 2020;
Mustasilta & Svensson, 2023).
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Key differences from NAVCO

Study of revolutions
Study of events or conflicts instead of prolonged campaigns
Armed/unarmed classification of episodes

Different set of goals, relevant for XXI century (avoiding goals of “self-determination” and “fight
against occupation as not widespread anymore)

Approximation of number of participants aimed at setting the confidence intervals
Fixed dates of episodes

More broad classification

Higher coverage
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How to use it? Most common research designs

Research question Estimand Unit of analysis Dep. variable Ind. variable

Which regime types are | Probability of revolutions Country-year (Panel | Onset of revolution (1 | Regime type
more prone to onset of onset in a country-year data) - onset of revolution,
revolution? conditional on regime types 0 - no revolution)

How many participants Probability of unarmed Revolution (event) Success (=1) vs. Fail | Number of
of unarmed revolution is | revolution success (=0) participants
enough to succeed? conditional on number of

participants

Do unarmed revolutions | Average treatment Country-year (Panel Democracy index Unarmed
lead to (=unarmed revolution) effect | data) revolution
democratization? on treated since the start of

revolution (0 -> 10 years after

treatment)
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Ex.1: Onset

RQ: Which regime types are more prone to
onset of revolution?

Estimand: Probability of revolutionary onset in
a country-year conditional on regime type

Unit of analysis: Country-year (Panel data)

DV: Onset of revolution (1 - onset of revolution,
0 - no revolution)

IV: Regime type (V-Dem classification)

Estimator: TWFE logistic regression adjusted
for GDPpc, oil rent, education level, children
mortality (all t-1)

XXV Yasin (April) International Academic Conference on
Economic and Social Development

Revolution

Country

Tunisia

Tunisia

Tunisia

Tunisia

Tunisia
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Regime
Type

Electoral
Autocracy

Electoral
Autocracy

Electoral
Autocracy

Electoral
Autocracy

Electoral
Democracy
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Ex.1: Onset

RQ: Which regime types are more prone to
onset of revolution?

Estimand: Probability of revolutionary onset in

PriY=11X)

a country-year conditional on regime type

Unit of analysis: Country-year (Panel data)
DV: Onset of revolution (1 - onset of revolution,
0 - no revolution)

IV: Regime type (V-Dem classification)
Estimator: TWFE logistic regression adjusted
for GDPpc, oil rent, education level, children

m o rta I Ity (a II t_ 1 ) Closed P:utocracy Electoral ;\utucracy Electoral L")emccracy Liberal D'emocracy
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Ex.2: Success

RQ: How many participants of unarmed
revolution is enough to succeed?

Estimand: Probability of unarmed revolution
success conditional on number of participants

Unit of analysis: Country-year (Panel data)
DV: Success (=1) vs. Fail (=0)
IV: Number of participants

Estimator: Logistic regression with
G-estimation and adjustment for population,
regime type, GDP pc, oil rent

XXV Yasin (April) International Academic Conference on
Economic and Social Development

Country Success

Tunisia

Bahrain

Djibouti

Egypt

Jordan
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Participants
(mean)

300000

300°000

30'000

11°000°000

8’000
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Ex.2: Success

RQ: How many participants of unarmed
revolution is enough to succeed?

Estimand: Probability of unarmed revolution
success conditional on number of participants

Unit of analysis: Country-year (Panel data)
DV: Success (=1) vs. Fail (=0)
IV: Number of participants

Estimator: Logistic regression with
G-estimation and adjustment for population,
regime type, GDP pc, oil rent
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Economic and Social Development

Sample mean
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200

400
Max number of participants (thousands)

600
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Ex.3: Outcome

RQ: Do unarmed revolutions lead to .
. Country Treatment Regime
democratization? Type

Estimand: Dynamic ATT (onset + 10 years) Tunisia Electoral

Unit of analysis: Revolution (event) Autocracy
Tunisia Electoral

DV: V-Dem electoral democracy index
Autocracy

IV: 10 years after revolution (=1), 0 otherwise .
Tunisia Electoral

Estimator: Panel matching for diff-in-diff Autocracy

Tunisia Electoral
Autocracy

Tunisia Electoral
Democracy
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Ex.3: Outcome

RQ: Do unarmed revolutions lead to
democratization?
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Time relevant to revolutions (=0)
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Our database helps to...

Observe both successful and unsuccessful revolutions of the XXlst century
Underline the key theoretical features, unique for the XXlst century

|ldentify new key characteristics of the revolutionary process and their role
Verify the existing findings on onset, results, and consequences of revolutions
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